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The Word of the Lord from Psalm 19: “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims His handiwork. In them He has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom 

leaving His chamber, and like a strong man, runs its course with joy.” This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

I. The God of Heaven… 

You don’t have to look very far to know if there’s a God or not: the heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. Part of it’s common sense: where there’s a creation, 

there’s a creator. This pulpit didn’t spontaneously appear or construct: someone with a talent for 
woodworking put it together. Likewise, the heavens aren’t a random occurrence: where creation, there 

creator. Someone had to be around to make it. So at the very least, the heavens testify that there’s a 

god out there somewhere.  
 

There’s more. There’s an undeniable beauty to the heavens between the stars and moon and 
sun, not to mention the occasional comet or meteor shower that the Lord sends along. The beauty 

proclaims glory and power. There’s also order, like a steady orbit and a reliable rotation. As the psalmist 
says, the sun “comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course 

with joy. Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing 

hidden from its heat.” You’re not going to stop the sun from making its appointed march across the sky, 
because God has purposed that it do so. That orderliness of creation allows life to be sustained. 

 
So the heavens declare the glory of God, proclaiming beauty, power and order. If nothing else, 

creation screams intelligent design and a creator, making it rather foolish to say there is no god.  

 
But it’s not enough. Creation tells you that there is a god, but it doesn’t tell you much more than 

that. Specifically, it doesn’t tell you how this almighty creator feels about mankind in general and you in 
particular. Creation preaches power, not attitude. You might infer from a beautiful sunrise that God is a 

warm and friendly sort, but then you might see a funnel cloud bearing down and decide that God is full 

of wrath. If you try to read God from nature, you’re going to get a portrait that’s shifting and fickle.  
 

Furthermore, if that’s all you know about God, then your religion is going to be far different from 
Christianity. Your religion is going to be about figuring out how to please and appease that mysterious 

creator out there somewhere, in order to get more sunsets and fewer funnel clouds.  
 

But the Lord doesn’t want to be a far-off guessing game. He wants to make His identity and His 

will well-known. That’s why Psalm 19 doesn’t stop with the sun: it goes on to declare that the Lord will 
send His Word throughout the earth, wherever the sun shines. The psalm may start with the heavens, 

but listen to how it ends:  
 

Who can discern his errors?  

Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;  

let them not have dominion over me!  
Then I shall be blameless,  

and innocent of great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  



be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:11-14) 

 
God doesn’t just send out the sun. He sends forth His Word. The purpose of the Word is not just 

to say, “There is a God,” but to say “There is a God who saves.” Not just “God creates,” but “God 
redeems.” And to be the God who redeems, God doesn’t remain the far-off Creator. He draws far closer 

to you. How close? 

 
II. …Made Flesh 

Hear this from our Gospel lesson: “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!" (Luke 1:26-28) What an odd thing for an angel to say to a teenage girl in little old 

Nazareth. “The Lord is with you”? That’s a far cry from the creation’s sermon that “The Lord is out there 

somewhere.” The Lord is close—but how close? Mary knows the standard answer: the Lord is in His 
temple in Jerusalem—that’s where He promises to be found. But that’s a good 65 miles or so to the 

south, and the angel didn’t say, “The Lord is in the general vicinity.” He said, “The Lord is with you.”  
 

How “with”? The angel spells it out: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His 

father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 
And further, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God” (Luke 1:30-33, 35). The Lord is far 
closer to Mary than the temple: by the work of the Spirit and the power of the Word, the Lord is now a 

child developing in her womb. That’s how “with” the Lord is with Mary. 

 
Good for Mary. Good for you, too. Rather than remain the creator-out-there-somewhere, the Son 

of God becomes man. He’s got fingers and toes, just like you. He draws near in human flesh. It’s a 
miracle, one that many can’t get their minds wrapped around: plenty of people will say that Jesus is 

either fully God or fully man, but reject that He’s both divine and human. Yet there He is, conceived by 

the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. But the miracle is greater than many think: many who 
confess that Jesus is both God and man act as if Jesus only became man to be more relatable. In other 

words, rather than the far-off God where you have to guess how to please Him, Jesus became man to tell 
you how to please Him. He came to repeat His commands to you with a human mouth so that you could 

identify with Him better.  

 
Jesus didn’t have to be born of Mary to accomplish that: He could have just had John the Baptist 

repeat everything that Moses said. No, Jesus didn’t come so we could just relate to Him or identify with 
Him. He became flesh to take our place on the cross, to suffer for our sins so that we might be joined to 

Him in baptism and have eternal life.  
 

He will not be denied His victory over sin, death and devil for you. Back to our introit for the day: 

“In them [in the heavens] He has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving His 
chamber, and like a strong man, runs its course with joy.” Martin Luther declared that this psalm is all 

about Christ, and you can hear this psalm in the background of His Christmas hymn, “Savior of the 
Nations, Come.” As sure as the sun is going to run its course with joy across the heavens today, so the 

Son of God runs His course for your salvation. Christ the Bridegroom leaves His “chamber” of heaven to 

be born of Mary. He bears the sins of the world, and for His bride—the Church—He runs His course with 
joy: “who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2) Jesus has run and finished the course. He has done 
all that is necessary for your salvation. He didn’t become flesh so you could relate to Him. He became 

man to save you.  
 



We’ll rejoice in this all the more in just a few days. For now, rejoice in this. The Lord draws near. 

He drew near to Mary that He might become flesh and save you; that’s what Gabriel announced with 
“The Lord is with you.” Because He has done so, throughout today’s service this message-bearer says to 

you, “The Lord be with you.” The Lord is with you, too, as with you as with Mary. Not as a developing 
embryo in a womb; but in, with and under His Word and His Sacraments. Rejoice, dear brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Your God is not a faraway mystery who leaves you guessing. He draws near in His 

means of grace so that you might be absolutely sure of how He considers you. He has run His course 
with joy, cross and all, so that He might draw near this day and say, “You are forgiven for all of your 

sins.” 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

 


